Abstract. A phytosociological survey of the grasslands of the north-eastern Orange Free State was conducted. Two separate phytosociological tables were compiled and the recog nised plant communities are described and discussed in this report. Releves were compiled in 148 stratified random sample plots. Refinement of a TWINSPAN classification of the vegetation was done according to Braun-Blanquet procedures. Fourteen plant communities and one variant were identified. A hierarchical classification and ecological interpretation of the vegetation are also presented.
Introduction
The highly variable and erratic rainfall over southern Africa has short-and long-term consequences for especially the agricultural sector. Drought condi tions as experienced currently (199111992) in most parts of the country, threaten the existence of the farming communities. The economic effects of such a development can be counteracted by introducing additional options such as ecotourism. The scenic north-eastern Orange Free State is particularly suitable for the expansion of ecotourism into this part of southern Africa. Certain farmers have already incorporated this facet into their management plans. However, this kind of tourism is still in a developing phase and needs much more attention.
Phytosociological surveys and the identification of conservation areas can assist farmers in land-use planning and management. The relationship be tween plant ecological studies on the one hand and land-use planning, man agement and conservation on the other is well documented (PENTZ 1938 , BAYER 1970 , VAN ROOYEN et a1. 1981 .
The aim of this study is to describe the grasslands of relatively low-lying areas, the slopes and the flat and undulating plains of the north-eastern Orange Free State, excluding the vegetation of the Ea land type (characterized by undifferentiated soils) which was discussed by ECKHARDT et a1. (1993a) . This area is phytosociologically unknown and therefore no attempt was made to fix syntaxon names. This investigation should however contribute greatly to the knowledge of the vegetation of the area.
